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Pasha, whose very name was a terror to the Imam, had, unfortunately, been hanged by the Young Turks some time previously.
The day after the relief I visited Signer Caprotti, who was in great spirits, and thought that our troubles were over. I?;zet Pasha was a personal friend of his, and a man far too well informed and in touch with Western Europe to harbour any such ridiculous suspicions as those from which we had both suffered so much during the siege. He advised me to wait till I could communicate with the Consul, and then, seeking an interview with the General, to explain matters frankly to him. It is probable that, but for the peculiar arrangement which left it uncertain who was actually responsible for the civil administration of the province, the discreditable and ridiculous incidents that followed would never have occurred. The Turks, however, like the Chinese attach great importance to " saving face." When it has been decided to supersede some one in command the central authorities try to avoid doing it directly and in so many words. The officer to be supplanted is sent on an expedition and then suddenly recalled to Stamboul, or some similar device is employed to make it appear that he relinquishes his appointment for any reason rather than the real one.
I was disappointed to find that the mail which had been delayed so long and defended so gallantly in Senam Pasha contained no letters for me, nor was my baggage with it as I had thought. I wrote at once to the Consul, informing him of all that had taken place since my arrival, and asking him to use his good offices with Izzet Pasha, who represented, or so I thought, the highest authority. On receiving this letter the Consul sent a long telegram to the Commander-in-Chief, in which, after congratulating him on his successful operations, he complained of the inhospitable conduct of the authorities towards myself, explained exactly who I was and what my intentions were, and gave him every official assurance that I was not an agent of the British Government, nor had my presence in Sanaa the smallest political significance. He sent this telegram in duplicate to Izzet Pasha and myself.